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PHOM T ARMY OF TE B POTOMAC.

[Correspondencee of the New York Times, |

HEADQUARTERS Lb rr WING OF ARMY,
'1 uw-d.,l\ JJF’ 23 —Th{, Army of the Potomac
is not going into winter quarters. Thongh

operations in front may be aband onnd
fr0ops are not to remain eooped up 1n winter
huts through the long weeks Mncll intervene
berween now and March. A portion of the
soldiers may be sent to Washingten to pre-
\ﬂm i .Jﬂt_i{“dld movement 01 tnr' enemy 1n
that direction, while the remainder are shipped
southward to mmnmncr operations anew on
the Peninsula.  Perhapsit may appear best
(o onr nrnemlw to eross the Happahannock
turther down, say at }’un Lonwavmundm the
vrotection of our gunboats, and again give bat-
f1~= to Ti‘c enemy. Should we desire to do so,
it would be. as a general remarked to me to-
dav. almost impossible to winter the army n
(iis locadity, owing to the scarcity of wood.

‘{,;{T'W‘ G,,_\_‘l D ihy “4'10‘\*. Arxy or Poro-
MAL, Monday, Dec. 22.—TThe supposition ex-
pre m.,d Dv many that the Confederates are not
i, strong ferce on the Livrleu' kshurg side of
the !‘i‘.‘E‘i, has heeu proven to-day tobe without
toun itsit)zx A wconnmu ce  made this
niernlng 1 uwlr\,d in the dhco\'ﬂl\' of a large
body of the enemy mru:m I our hont also
snothoer force a 11 lo to our rignt. An un-
limited number ot Conts ederate tents hassprong
ap to view within the j st two dayy, anda not
o few log hurs have been butlt. All the enemy’s
tortifications ave well garrisoned,
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posssession of rester on fuesday morn-
The Confederate pickets there, left. (xen.

9.500 men, had occupied the place
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Jones, with
the week 111‘v\1=n'~= ‘)"1‘: had left, zoing towards
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town, approaching Winchester, The Win-
chester Railroad has been entirely destroyed
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The obicet in spiking 2 gun is very generally
by persons ignovant of milita-
ils. 1t is not intended to atterly destroy

», but to rencer it useless for the time
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. in case the gnnuers arc forced to ahan-
tail files. patent spikes
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A dispateh from l\e'ﬁ'oorn, North Carclina,
December 17, states that two candidates are
vess in that district—one up-
1, and the otherin op-
position to confiscation aud emancipation. The

evyery
*}u.r

{ success of the latter i predicted.

It is provided forin the advertisements for
ereeting new buildings at the
it Paroled and Exchanged prisoners near
‘that proposals from dislog -al par
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The Washington Chronicle, of this mon
containg in full the procluwation of Jefferson
Davis, President of the Confederate States, In
velation to Gen. Butler and the officers under

T

d-

ung.

his conmmand.
mond pajer, jnst bronght in to the Iede-
ral lines by a sutler, who obtained it from a
(‘onfederate picket. The proclamation com-
menees by enumerating the efforts made to ob-
tain an answer to the inquiry concerning the

alleged execution of Wi B.  Mumford, in N.

Orleans, for having pulled down a U, =, flag
in that city previous to its occupation by the

Federal trcops, and the failure to obtain an oi-
ficial reply. It then goes ont to say:

“* And whereas, in addition to the tacit ad-
mission, 1e-ult1n~' from the above refusal 10
answer, 1 have received evidence fully estublish-
ing the truth of the fact that the said Wm. B
:Iummrd. t (1..5;:0:. ol the (‘onfulol'd(‘ was
actually and publiciy executed in cold Blooa b3
hanging, aiter the occupation of tlu, city of \'
()ilmm by the forces nnder Gen. Benjamin I
Butler, when said Bumford was an unresisting
and non-combatant captive, and ior no 011{*1;(
even alleged to have been cmnnmtud le. him
-uh-eqnent to the date of’ the captme of said
city:

“And wheress, the silence of the govern-
ment of the Unit od Rtates, apd its maintaiiing
of said Butler in high ofiice under its author-
ity, for many montn: :\.im Lis eowmmission of
an act that can be viewed in neother light than
as a deliberate mnrrlex, as well s ni‘ numerous
other outrages and atrocitics here: to he
mentioned, dhoui evidence tno £ iL‘ﬁl\”C‘ that
the said government sanctions the conduct ol
said Butler, and is determined that hie shall

| remain unpinished for the erimes:

“Now, therefore, L Jefterson Davis, Presi-
dent of the Confederate, States of America,
and in their name, do prouonnee and declare
the said meau-m F. Batler to he a felon, de-
serving of capital pmmm'}enf I do order that
he be no longer considered or treated mmplv as
a public enemy of the Uonfederate States of
Aumeriea, but as an ontlaw and common enemy
of mankind, and that in t'm even ol his c cap-
ture. the officer m cominand ol the ecapturing
ffwoe do cause him to bo tmmediately exee ated
by hanging; and I do fup}}m orcer that no
(01111 11~-1ﬂnefl (rrﬁmar of the United States, ta-
ken eaptive, shail be rels *aaml on parele before
cxchange mtil the said butlf 3% ﬁnall have met
with due punishment for his evimes '

The proclamatior then t:llum(*l'i}ter:' all the
alleged sufferings of the people of New Or-
lcans, under the rule of Gen. Butler, such as
insults to women, nmking captives of peacca-
bie citizens, confiscation of property, extorted
oaths, &e., &e., in addition to which are spe-
cially mentioned the proceedings in relation to
the negroes, and concludes as follows:

“Now, therefore, I, Jefferson Davis, Presi-
dent of the Confederate States of America
and acting by their authority, appealing to the
Divine Judge in attestation that thelr conduct
is not guided by the passion of Jev enge, but
thaitlm reluctantlj, yield to the solemn dut\
of 1eplc.-sm by necessary severity, crimes of
which their citizens are the victims, do issue
this my proclamation, and by virtue of my a
thority as Comnmlme; -in-chief of the ar mleq
of’ thu Confederate States, do crder:

“1st. That all comnu ::swned officers in the

imn

Lay

b

1t has been received in & Rich- |

o:lf-.'
= 14.

NUAMBER

COVILA q of said R’omumlh i, uutlex 'n@ fle-

clarcd not entitled to be .un sidered as soldiers
engaged in honorable warfare, but az robhers
and criminals, de “n.w:: deatd : and that fhey
and each of thi*}.'. he, Whenever captured, rve-
F!.'-‘-'{’N'f'{} 1!:1 CXC -1111"31. A

“3d. That the private soldiers sl non-cou-
¥ n:ﬁmnm officers in the armny of said mn{vr im
considered as ruh‘ the instruments used Jm'
e un, ission of the erimes l.mnvtmtﬁu by his
orders, and not as free ageats; unrrhes there-
fore be treated, when ca ;_at“ml, as prisoners of
war, with kindness and_humanity, and be senc
home on the usnal parole that t"lev will in no
manner aid or serve the United States in ang
capacity during the continuanee of this war,
u,nma duly exchanged. e

“3d. That all negro slaves captured in arms

he at once de ;I‘HLIKQ 0‘91 o the Executive au-
thorities of the respective States to which they
belong, to be dealt with according to the laws
of said NStates.

“4th, That the like orders he executed in all
cases with respect to all commissioned officers
131 United L,mu.v. when iound serving®in

}
01 the L y
O pany mth -£m.. .~iu';‘}.w 11 INSUrTection ¢ 1gainst
of this
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thc zwnmr;llr sof the different States

nfederacy.
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THE WAR IN THE WEST AND SourH.—I1t

appears, from a dispatch, that- the Confede-
rates have gotten in the rear of Gen. Grant's
army 1n Mississippi.  On Friday night of last
week they approached Holly C'ﬂnmc., in foree,
and attacked the Federal garrison there. A
short resistance was made, but the Federal
troops were soon overpowered and compelled to
surrender, Their lossis reported at two bun-
dred kilied and wounded, aind one hundred and
ifty taken prisencrs. The (7011ftﬂ"erates burned
a quantity of cotton, beside U. 3. governmeiit
stores valued at half amiilion of aollars. Their
fovee 1s supposed to pe fifty thousand, comman-
ded by Gen. Van Dorn. The main body of the
Federal army, at last accounts, wasat Granada,

sixty miles south of Holly Springs. The Fed-
eml army, under Gen. Sherman, had reached
Helena, and were preparing to move down the
river. (ren. Grant, it 1s also believed, will move
towards Vicksburg. Helena is about fifty miles
sonthwest from Holly Springs, and the same
distance northwest of Granada.

A (‘unﬁademt“ gueriila party visited the sub-
arbs of XMemphis on Sunday night last, and’
carried ofi’ eonsiderable property. The town
of Union City and the bridge over Obion river,
in Northwestern Tenncssee, have heen burned
by the Confederates. Lt is reported that Jef
Thompson is moving on New Madrid with
twenty thousand men from Arkansas.

We see another interesting account of the re-
cent operations of Gen. Foster in North Caro-
lina. After the advance to Groldsboro’ and the
destruction of the railroads at that point, the
expedition returned to Newbern, having ac-
complished the objects of tie movement. Re--
ports through Confederate sonrces s1y that the
damages to their lines of communication will
soon be repaired.

p—

There are *‘?PO”““‘ of negro insurrections in
Missouri, and of movements of troops there to
SUPPLESS Negro moveuents.



